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STEPS YOUR STATION SHOULD TAKE TO PREPARE FOR THE NATIONAL EAS TEST

On February 2, 2011, the Federal Communications Commission amended its Part 11 rules governing the Emergency Alert System (EAS) to provide for national testing of the EAS and the collection of data from such tests.  On June 9,  2011, the Commission provided notice to all EAS Participants that the first nationwide test of the EAS will occur on November 9, 2011 at approximately 2:00 PM Eastern Standard Time (EST).  The test will include transmission by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) of a “live” Emergency Action Notification (EAN) alert code to all EAS Participants and notice to the general public that the EAS has been activated for a national emergency, along with an audible notice that “this is a test.”  

Our goal for Vermont is 100% success!

To ensure that the national test is received and rebroadcast properly across the state, below is some information to help you prepare, and to know what to expect during the test.

BEFORE THE TEST:

OCTOBER RMT:  The next Required Monthly Test of the Vermont EAS is scheduled for Friday, October 21, 2011, at 6:30 p.m.   This will be the last statewide test of EAS prior to the Nov. 9 national test, so it will be a good benchmark of your station’s ability to receive an EAS message.  Make sure your station receives and logs this test.  Be prepared to address any reception problems ASAP.

RECEIVING THE NATIONAL TEST MESSAGE:  Because Vermont does not have its own Primary Entry Point
 station at present (the closest is WBZ-AM in Boston),  the National EAS Test will be relayed to Vermont Public Radio via the National Public Radio “squawk” channel.  Make sure your EAS equipment is configured to receive a signal from VPR or from another broadcast station, as the National Weather Service/NOAA Weather Radio will not be relaying the national-test message.

TIME:  Make sure your EAS equipment is set to the current local time.  Eastern Daylight Time reverts to Eastern Standard Time at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 6 – set clocks back one hour, to 1:00 a.m.  (“Spring forward, fall back”)  Time often “slips” on EAS boxes.  Make sure yours is tuned, timed, and ready.

EVENT CODE:  As noted above, the event code used for the National Test will be EAN – Emergency Action Notification.  Make sure your EAS equipment is set to automatically rebroadcast an EAN message (it should have come factory-preset this way, but check it anyway).  The EAN code should not be set to “delay” or “manual.”

EOM:  The test will conclude with transmission of the End Of Message (EOM) code. The test will not use the Emergency Action Termination (EAT) code.  Use of the EOM code instead of the EAT code during the national test will not require EAS Participants to reconfigure their EAS encoder/decoder devices in any way. 
LOCATION CODE:  The location code for the National EAS test will be the FIPS code for Washington, D.C.  The code is 11001.  Most EAS encoder/decoder devices will automatically forward the EAN with the Washington, D.C., location code and will not require further configuration. If you are unsure whether your device will forward an EAN with the Washington, D.C., location code, please contact your device’s manufacturer or FEMA’s Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS) Office at IPAWS@dhs.gov.
Information from a few of the manufacturers:

The TFT EAS911 will automatically forward an EAS message with an Event code of EAN regardless of the FIPS codes stored in Setup Menu Item 10, provided that the unit is in "AUTO" mode. In "MAN" mode, the TFT EAS911 will wait for operator intervention. [Your EAS equipment should be set to “AUTO” for the national test.]
Monroe-DASDEC supports the DC FIPS and is ready to go, as configured.

Sage also supports the DC FIPS, and is ready to go.

Trilithic supports the DC FIPS, provided you have a current version of their software.

DURATION:  The test will last approximately three (3) minutes – possibly as long as 3 minutes, 20 seconds.  In contrast to other EAS alert codes, the EAN code should be factory-configured in your EAS equipment not to automatically time out after two minutes.  The duration of the National Test is an effort to confirm that an EAN message will “seize” an EAS box for longer than two minutes.  EAN is the only code for which EAS boxes are configured to “seize until released.”  As noted above, an EOM – End Of Message – code will release the box at the conclusion of the test.
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The FCC and the Federal Emergency Management Agency have requested that broadcasters air public service announcements in advance of the test, in order to assure the public that “this is only a test.”  Pre-produced PSAs from FCC and FEMA, and PSA scripts for in-house production, are available at www.easalert.org.  At this writing (10/11/11), we are awaiting additional PSAs from FCC and FEMA and will post them to this website when they become available.  The choice to air PSA’s in advance of the test is strictly up to you.  If you decide to air a PSA, we suggest that you begin airing them on or around Oct. 26.  TV stations – if you are producing PSAs in-house, we strongly recommend that you produce them in “open caption” or text-on-screen format as a courtesy to the hearing-impaired community.

THIS IS NOT A TEST OF CAP:  Because the deadline for adoption of the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) platform for EAS has been postponed to June 30, 2012, the Nov. 9 national test will not specifically be a test of CAP capabilities.  It will, instead, be a test of the “legacy” Emergency Alert System.  Both legacy boxes and CAP-enabled boxes should process an EAN message.

DURING THE TEST:

ORIGINATOR CODE:  The originator of the National Test alert will be PEP, Primary Entry Point.

THE AUDIO MESSAGE:  The audio message of the National Test will sound something like this:


This is a test of the Emergency Alert System.  This is only a test.  The message you are hearing is part of a nationwide live code test of Emergency Alert System capabilities.  This test message has been initiated by national alert and warning authorities in coordination with Emergency Alert System participants, including broadcast, cable, satellite, and wireline participants in your area.  Had this been an actual emergency, the attention signal you just heard would have been followed by emergency information, news, or instructions.  Remember, this is only a test.  The EAS is also used by state, territorial, Tribal, and local authorities to alert and warn the public and provide important emergency response information.  Remember, this is only a test.  Please stay with this test message as it will be repeated.  (pause and repeat.)

Note:  This may not be an exact transcript of the actual audio message used during the test.

THE TEXT CRAWL ON TV:  Because this is a “live code” test, the text crawl at the top of a TV screen will say the following:

“The Primary Entry Point Network has issued an Emergency Action Notification for Washington, DC[
] until ___ PM/AM.”  

(The blank ___  above is the time at which the alert ends – at this point it is not known whether FEMA will program the test to end at 2:03 PM EST, or at a later time.)

TEXT SLIDE FOR TV:   As noted above, because this is a “live code” test, the automatically-generated EAS text crawl will display as an actual Emergency Action Notification.  Nothing in the text crawl will indicate that “this is a test.”  Thus, TV stations are strongly urged to display a text slide on screen during the test.  There is an “EAS TV Slide Example” at http://www.easalert.org/resources.php.  If you are re-creating this slide in-house, be sure to leave the top one-third of the slide blank, so as not to interfere with the top-of-the-screen text crawl that EAS automatically generates.

STAND BY:  Nothing beats being there.  Don’t walk away and rely on your EAS equipment to perform properly.  It’s a good idea to have someone on hand on 11/9 to make sure that the test comes in and the test goes out.

WHAT IF?  What if EAS is needed for an actual emergency around the time of the national test?  From the FEMA website:  If NOAA needs to activate the EAS for severe state/localized weather alerts, test managers may delay the test in that area to make way for the imminent-threat weather alert.

AFTER THE TEST:

REPORT YOUR RESULTS:  The FCC is creating an online reporting form for stations to report their reception of the test, or any problems encountered.  (It is expected that the FCC will also provide a paper reporting option for stations for which online reporting is problematic, but this is TBA.) More information will be sent when the reporting site is operational.  It is important that all stations report their results, good or bad – only by knowing where the weak links are, can we ensure that problems are addressed so that the system is reliable and available when needed.  

While the FCC has stated that the national test will not be used as a “gotcha” for the purpose of levying fines for EAS rules violations, stations that report something like “sent my EAS box out for repairs 6 months ago, forgot all about it, didn’t have it installed at the time of the test” can probably assume that the Commission will follow up in some manner!  

The Emergency Alert System is core to our public service mission as broadcasters.  There is no higher or better use of our airwaves than ensuring the safety and security of our listeners and viewers.  Following the “Before The Test” steps above will help ensure that your station will receive and relay the test properly.  As noted, our goal for Vermont is 100% success.  

Please let me know if you have any questions or need more information.  

More info on the national test from the FCC:  http://www.fcc.gov/pshs/  

More info from FEMA:  http://www.fema.gov/emergency/ipaws/eas_info.shtm  

More information from the National Association of Broadcasters:  http://www.nab.org/documents/advocacy/EAS/EAS.asp
� Primary Entry Point (PEP) Stations are radio stations that cooperatively participate with FEMA to provide emergency alert and warning information to the public prior to, during, and after incidents and disasters. The FEMA PEPs also serve as the primary source of initial broadcast for a Presidential or national EAS message.


� Depending on how various manufacturers configured their EAS equipment, the location for the alert may display as “Washington, DC,”  “Washington State,”  “the nation,”  etc.  
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